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Happy New Year! Once again, I hope you all had a great Christmas & New Year.
The Carol Service in Christ Church, Rhyl went well as usual.  The carols were well received (even the one with the uncertain number of verses...!) while the bands’ three offerings (no, not gold, frankincense & myrrh..) extracted great applause.  They were “Benedictus” a euphonium feature well played by Mike Harston – the sudden FORTISSIMO putting some of the more frail members of the congregation at great risk!  “Gaudete”, an upbeat version of a traditional Christmas song, and an arrangement of “Coventry Carol” were the other two pieces.
We must try to get Jingle Bells back in one day.....!

The band were also out and about carolling in St Asaph, and at Asda, and also in the High Street in Rhyl.
There was a Boxing Day carol concert at Bodelwyddan Castle, a function for the Warner Leisure Group, which went well.  Player numbers were restricted so certain pieces had to be left out but the programme seemed to keep the punters happy. 

 Nia LLoyd Williams, as compere and euphonium player, did a sterling job and the guest players on the day were invaluable (Val Hughes & Derek Fletcher flew all the way from the South of France especially to play.....and they visited Vals’ Mum Joan while they were here....!!!!) Only joking !
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Birthday Celebrations

Jan 11

Margaret Gausden (RSB – cornet)
Jan 19

Geoff Lewis (RSB – E flat Tuba)

Feb 2

Yvonne Davies (Social Club Member)

Feb 15
Gil Davies (Social Club Member)

Mar 21
Jules Joannidi ( RSB – Soprano Cornet)

Mar 24
Steve Hoyle (RSB - Tenor Horn)

Mar 25
Hilary Durkin (RSB – Baritone)

Mar 27
Martin Moyes (RSB – Cornet)

Mar 30
Mel Brimblecombe ( RSB – Euphonium)

In this issue we’re continuing with the second part of Dave Jones’ story:
 My Life and Times with Rhyl Silver Band (part 2)
Part one of my story covered the period between 1945 and 1987 ending with the unexpected arrival of Gwynfor Davies at the band room one practice night, offering his services in whatever manner we wished.

Gwynfor arrived at a time when the band was on the brink of disbanding.  We had less than 10 regular players at that time, engagements were impossible, finances were low, and the band room and the building were quite literally falling apart.

Many Brass bands had folded in similar circumstances.  However, most of the few players we had were keen to keep the band going and despite the poor quality of the building, instruments and other band kit, it was all owned by the band.  This, plus our good fortune in ensuring that we had a strong committee, helped to keep us afloat.  However, back in 1987, in addition to this we had the arrival of Gwynfor Davies, which at that time seemed almost a miracle.

Back in the 1940s, the Davies family: Dick Davies (percussion) and his young sons Gwynfor and Dilwyn, all competent musicians, were enticed from South Wales by Tal Morris, Rhyl’s musical director at the time.  Young Gwynfor, however, was exceptional and he left Rhyl to follow a career in theatre orchestras, which eventually took him to become Musical Director of Moss Empires and the honour to conduct at Royal Command Performances at the London Palladium.  On his return to Rhyl, Gwynfor offered his services to the Rhyl Silver Band free of charge, which we immediately accepted.  He stayed with the band for 8 years during which time the band progressed to a very competent level.
Perhaps more importantly he, along with Phil Copeman, our current Musical Director, planted the seeds for even greater success is between 1995 and 2002, through the youth band that they formed. During the mid nineties we had two complete Brass Bands both capable of competing at contests and performing at concerts.

Although Gwynfor Davies had stayed with the band for only eight years he had set the building blocks for probably the most successful period in the band’s history.  Although I should hasten to say that the band reached its highest standards in the contest field during the late 1940s and early 1950s, however from a wider perspective, progress made in other ways was more substantial.  The old band room was totally rebuilt, the upstairs store room was transformed to the social room we have today.  The practice room was given a total makeover.  A brand new set of Yamaha Brass instruments and percussion was purchased and also a new set of both walking out jackets and concert uniform.  Most of these changes were enabled by a lottery grant and an interest free loan from the Town Council for which we have only recently completed payment.
The most surprising aspect of this period of progress which mostly took place after Gwynfor Davies left (i.e.  Post 1995) is that we had an astonishing number of Musical Director changes, so many in fact them that I cannot name them all.  They include Robert Jackson, Gareth Thomas, Gwyn Evans, Roy Sparkes, Gary Smith, Lindsay Lawrie, and Uncle Tom Cobley and all....

Such a procession of MDs is not acceptable in a band that wishes to make progress and it is reassuring to currently have a more stable MD in Phil Copeman.

Back In my in earlier years with the band we used to progress through to the National Competition finals through the North West Area, which included some very competent Lancashire bands.  Progress through to the national finals was nearly impossible.  All this was changed in the late 1990s when we were allowed to compete in the Welsh Area preliminaries.  This was a wonderful opening for us and in quick succession we reached the national finals at Wembley, Nottingham, Torquay and the Albert Hall, each of which was a great experience for the band even though we didn’t get amongst the prizes.  Wembley Stadium and the Albert Hall where especially wonderful places to play at.  With my football background it is great to exaggerate tales of “when I played at Wembley stadium” without totally telling fibs! The Albert Hall in 2000 was ‘something else’.  We had the usual warning given when playing in a large concert hall “make sure you acclimatise to the hall sound immediately”!!  I must admit the acoustics was so perfect I thought I was the only player playing the first bar and it took me longer than it should have done to acclimatise, and I wasn’t on my own.  We didn’t win, but it was a great experience.

Well, all this brings me up to the current days, in which it has to be said that we have a long way to go to return to previous standards - I say this not as a criticism of any one in our present band or organisation.  I am a firm believer that all bands experience periods of uphill and downhill times.  We are experiencing a downhill period caused solely by a shortage of players.  Everything else is generally ok.  

Our finances are good, our premises of fine, our equipment is excellent, our social structure is exceptional, our committee and officials are capable and if half a dozen experienced players should turn up out of the blue, we would be ready to begin another journey up the hill of progress.
In the longer term however, we must have a continuous trickle of  youngsters/learners from the learner’s class to replace the inevitable leavers from the senior group.

It is 64 years since I first walked into the Rhyl Silver Band learners class, in Christ Church school premises, then in Vaughan street.  I was very reluctant to go and did so only because my dad wanted to continue the family connections with the band his Grandfather David Owen founded back in 1877.

However, I very soon appreciated what a great hobby Brass Banding is.... and I’m still here!!!

***
Well, that’s it for this issue.   I’ve just heard we’ve already had a couple of bookings in for NEXT Christmas .... AND for the Prestatyn Flower Show!!

‘see you again in April !

Social Club Opening times:
Mon
-
 9.15pm – 11.00pm 

(bar closed    7 - 9.15pm   for private meeting)


Tues 
-
7.00pm - 11.00pm
Wed
-
CLOSED
Thurs
-
8.00pm – 11.00pm

Fri
-
7.00pm – 11.00pm

Sat 
-
12 noon – 12.00

Sun
-
12noon – 9.30pm

Contact Nos:
Mel Taylor

-
Band Secretary


07979 968869

Julie Williams
-
Senior Band Manager

07846 352354





& Training Band Mangr

Ed Butler

-
Asst Senior Band Mangr

07500 775800

Viv Butler

-
Newsletter



01745 337298





Or email

      vbutler1@hotmail.co.uk
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